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S. B. Preston House

Knoxville

Private

The S. B. Preston House is significant to Knoxville architecturally
as one of the stone buildings of the town and as one of the build-
ings which made up Knoxville in the mid nineteenth century.

In 1858 the house was as it is today strategically placed at the
base of the hill leading into town on the Harpers Ferry Road. Its
rear yard backs up to the B & 0 Railroad and before the 1889 flood
would have overlooked the rest of the town of Knoxville.

In 1873 the house was owned by S. B. Preston as indicated by the
Titus Atlas, however since his name is indicated on other properties
in the town it us unlikely that he actually lived in the building.

The house is architecturally significant for its fine random stone
construction banked against a hill. Except for the addition of a

false front gable in the late nineteenth century and removal of a

front porch the house has remained relatively unchanged since its

mid nineteenth century construction.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The S. B. Preston House is a two story flank gable roofed coursed random
stone residence which faces east at the base of Route 180 (Jefferson Pike)
in Knoxyille.

The principal facade is four bays wide. There are two main entrances to
the building which are Tocated in the second and third bays. Both entrance
doors have been replaced. A three horizontal panel door with single upper
1ight is located in the second bay. A modern four panel door with small
lights in the top part of the door is located in the third bay.

Occupying the remaining bays on the first leyel and all bays on the second
level are original double hung 6/6 windows with beaded edge and wood Tintels.

A small false front gable, added in the late nineteenth century, covered
with decorative wood butt and fishscale shingling, extends in the center
of the roof directly over the second and third bays.

Ghostings on the front first level of the building indicate that a hip
roofed porch has been removed.

One small square replaced window is located in the north and south gable
ends. A vertical board cellar entrance is located in the northwest corner.

The entire building is banked against a hill facing the town of Knoxyille.

The rear of the building is backed against the B & 0 Railroad line and once
overlooking the remaining part of the town Jocated on the opposite side of

the tracks.

The house is constructed on a banked coursed random stone focundation and
is covered by a flank gable patterned slate roof with boxed cornice, plain
frieze and return. One original twin interior brick chimney straddles the
gable on the south end wall.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The S. B. Preston House is significant to Knoxville architecturally as one
of the stone buildings of the town and as one of the buildings which made
up Knoxyille in the mid nineteenth century.

Today the S. B. Preston House stands on land known as the_Cooper's Addition
to Knoxville platted in 1921 by Charles and Ellen Cooper.1

In 1858 the house was as it is today strategically placed at the base of
the hill Teading into town on the Harpers Ferry Road. Its rear yard backs

— up to the B & 0 Railroad and before the 1889 flood would have overlooked
the rest of the town of Knoxville.

In 1873 the house was owned by S. B. Preston as indicated by the Titus
Atlas, however since his name is indicated on other properties in the town
it is unlikely that he actually Tived in the building.

The house is architecturally significant for its fine random stone construc-
tion banked against a hill, Except for the addition of a false front gable
in the late nineteenth century and removal of a front porch the house has

remained relatively unchanged since its mid nineteenth century construction.

IFrederick County Plat Records, Book STH 1; Folio 125.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Cherilyn E. Widell, Coordinator

cth

ORGANIZATION

DATE

Frederick County Office of Historic Preservation 8/4/80
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
12 E. Church St., Winchester Hall 694-1063
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Frederick Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory w
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature,

as officially created
to be found in the

Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 267-1438
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